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IN THE CLAIMS: 



1 , (currently amended) A method of producing elastic cuffs for a 
resultant garment obtained from a web of precursor garments, the steps comprising: 

a) applying necking tension to the web of precursor garments to 
neck a cuff area of a precursor garment to a first width, the cuff area of the precursor 
garment being extendible to a second non-necked width wider than the first width 
when the necking tension is removed , the necking tension being sufficient to neck the 
web from 10-80%: 

b) affixing an elastic material to the cuff area while at the first 

width; 

c) removing necking tension from the precursor garment with the 
elastic material thereon and causing the precursor garment to assume the non-necked 
second width at areas outside the cuff area having the elastic material thereon; and 

d) whereby the elastic material holds the cuff area of th e resultant 
garment at a dimension narrower than the second width in the resultant garment . 



2. (withdrawn) The method according to Claim 1 wherein the 
step of affixing an elastic material to the cuff area further comprises applying a pre- 
elastic when the precursor garments are at the first width, and treating the pre-elastic 
to become an elastomeric while the precursor garments are at the first width. 

3. (previously presented) The method according to Claim 1 
wherein the precursor garment comprises a backsheet web layer. 
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4. (currently amended) The method according to Claim 3 
wherein the precursor garment further comprises a topsheet web layer. 

5. (withdrawn) The method according to Claim 1 wherein the 
precursor garments comprise an assembled diaper lacking only the cuff area. 

6. (previously presented) The method according to Claim 3 
wherein the backsheet web layer comprises material selected from the group 
comprising: neckable nonwovens, neckable films, neckable laminates, or 
combinations thereof, 

7. (currently amended) The method according to Claim 1 
wherein the elastic material is untensioned when applied to the cuff area of the 
precursor garment, whereby it merely holds the cuff area at the first narrower 
dimension thereby resulting in a flat cuff area of the resultant garment . 

8. (withdrawn) The method according to Claim 1 wherein the 
elastic material is applied under tension thereby gathering the precursor garment and 
providing a doubly expandable cuff area with a first stage expansion taking out the 
gathers, and a second stage expansion expanding the material of the garment body. 

9. (withdrawn) The method according to Claim 1 further 
including applying a precursor elastic to the cuff area and treating the precursor 
elastic to become elastomeric while the cuff area is at the first width. 
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10. (withdrawn) The method according to Claim 9 further 
including treating the precursor elastic with heat. 



11. (original) The method according to Claim 1 wherein the cuff area 
is a leg cuff area. 

12. (original) The method according to Claim 1 wherein the cuff area 
is a waistband area. 

13. (currently amended) A method of producing selectively 
elastic areas in a web of precursor garments, the web having a longitudinal direction 
and a lateral direction, the steps comprising: 

a) necking the web to a first width, with width being measured in 
the lateral direction, the web being expandable to a second non-necked width wider 
than the first width when the necking tension is removed, the necking tension being 
sufficient to neck the web from 10-80%: 

b) affixing an elastic material to a selected area of the web when 
the web is at the first width; and 

c) removing necking tension from the selected area of the web 
with the elastic thereon and causing tho solootod ar e a of the web to assume the second 
width at areas outside the selected area of the web, and whereby the elastic material 
holds the selected area of the web at a dimension narrower than the second width, 

14. (currently amended) A method of producing elastic 
waistbands for a resultant garment obtained from a web of precursor garments, the 
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precursor garments having a longitudinal direction and a lateral direction, the steps 
comprising: 

a) applying necking tension to the web of precursor garments to 
neck a waistband portion of a precursor garment to a first width in the lateral direction 
of the precursor garment the waistband portion of the precursor garment being 
extendible to a second non-necked width wider than the first width when the necking 
tension is remove d, the necking tension being sufficient to neck the web from 10- 
80% : 

b) affixing an elastic material to the waistband portion while at the 

first width; 

• c) removing necking tension from the precursor garment with the 
elastic material thereon and causing the precursor garment to assume the non-necked 
second width at areas outside the waistband portion having elastic material; and 

d) whereby the elastic material holds the woistbondo of tho 
rooultant ^ormont w aistband portion at a dimension narrower than the second width Jn 
the resultant garment 

15. (currently amended) A method of producing elastic leg cuffs 
for a resultant garment obtained from a web of precursor garments, the precursor 
garments having a longitudinal direction and a lateral direction, the steps comprising: 

a) applying necking tension to the web of precursor garments to 
neck a leg cuff area of a precursor garment to a first width in the longitudinal 
direction of the precursor garment, the leg cuff area of the precursor garment being 
extendible to a second non-necked width wider than the first width when the necking 
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tension is removed, the necking tension being sufficient to neck the web from 10- 
80% : 

b) affixing an elastic material to the leg cuff area while at the first 

width; 

c) removing necking tension from the precursor garment with the 
elastic material thereon and causing the precursor garment to assume the non-necked 
second width at areas outside the leg cuff area having elastic material; and 

d) whereby the elastic material holds the leg cuff afeas-erf-the 
rosultant garment area^at a dimension narrower than the second width irj the resultant 
garment . 

16. (currently amended) The method of Claim 1 wherein the cuff 
area of the resultant garment is a nonrugose, ungathered, and unshirred cuff area of a 
first material, the first material having an untensioned elastomeric second material 
thereon. 

17. (previously presented) The method of Claim 16 wherein the 
cuff area is a waistband. 

18. (previously presented) The method of Claim 16 wherein the 
cuff area is a leg opening. 

19. (previously presented) The method of Claim 16 wherein the 
cuff area is expandable by 25% of its original dimension. 
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20. (previously presented) The method of Claim 16 wherein the 
cuff area is expandable by 50% of its original dimension. 



21. (currently amended) The method of Claim 1 wherein the cuff 
area of the resultant garment is a nonrugose, ungathered, and unshirred cuff area of a 
first material, the first material having an elastomeric second material thereon of 
sufficiently low tension so as to not cause gathering and shirring of the first material. 



22, (previously presented) The method of Claim 21 wherein the 
cuff area is a waistband. 



23. (previously presented) The method of Claim 21 wherein the 
cuff area is a leg opening. 



24. (previously presented) The method of Claim 21 wherein the 
cuff area is expandable by 25% of its original dimension. 



25. (previously presented) The method of Claim 21 wherein the 
cuff area is expandable by 50% of its original dimension. 
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REMARKS 

The Claims currently under consideration are I, 3, 4, 6, 7, and 1 1-25. 

Applicants propose that accepting the Examiner's claim interpretation 
on the record would cure the §112 problems and the above amendments to 
independent Claims 1 and 13-15 would cure the §102 rejections if the Examiner will 
enter the amendment. 

The Examiner appears to have interpreted the limitation of "necking" 
in the present claims so broadly that any web tensioning could qualify. Applicants are 
willing to discuss amending to place tensioning amount numbers in the independent 
claims (and noting that Claims 19, 20, 24 and 25 already claim a percentage of 
expansion, which the person of skill in the art would necessarily understand comes 
from the necking process detailed in the application (as specifically taught in the 
Abstract). 

Claims 1, 4, 7, 14, and 15 would be amended per the Examiner's 
suggestions. Claim 13 would be amended to remove the internal inconsistencies 
complained of by the Examiner. Claims 7, 16 and 21 would be amended to specify 
that the flat or nonrugose cuff area is that of the resultant garment, to positively recite 
what was considered to be inherent in the claims before the Examiner's remarks at 
paragraph 9 of the Detailed Action. No new matter or change in the scope of claims 
is believed to be presented hereby. 

Claim Objections 

Per paragraph 3 of the Detailed Action, Claims I, 3, 4, 6, 7, and 11-25 
are objected to for various informalities. Claims 1, 4, 7, 14, and 15 would be 
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amended per the Examiner's suggestions. The Examiner is thanked for her helpful 
suggestions in clarifying the claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 112 
In light of the Examinees interpretation of the Claims as set forth in 
the Detailed Action's paragraph 6 under the heading Claim Language Interpretation, 
it is believed the Examiner has grasped the meaning of the present Claims. Therefore, 
this appears to be prima facie evidence that the Claims meet the legal standard of 
sufficient clarity. 

The Examiner has pointed to an internal inconsistency in Claim 13, 
This inconsistency would be corrected by amendment. 

Further considering the amendments to obviate the Examiner's 
objections, it is believed that any person having ordinary skill in the art and process of 
automated garment manufacture would have no trouble understanding the meaning 
and import of the claim limitation verbiage. It is therefore respectfully requested that 
the present rejections would be considered and withdrawn. 

Double Patenting 
The comments of the Examiner are acknowledged. It should be noted 
however that Claim 7 has a limitation directed to a specific time element which is not 
included within the language of Claim 16, 
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Claim Language Interpretation 

As stated above, the Examiner's interpretation of the terminology is in 
keeping with the intended meanings. 

The Examiner further appears to be saying that because the 
specification does not explicitly define the percentage of necking, the Claims can be 
interpreted to require so little percentage of necking as to be without practical effect, 
and thus, any tensioning taught by Litchholt can be considered a teaching of 
"necking 1 from the prior art. No reasonable interpretation by a person of ordinary 
skill in the art would occur in this manner. Reconsideration of the present invention 
in light of a reasonable interpretation of its limitations and teachings, and those of the 
cited art, is requested. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
Per paragraph 8 of the Detailed Action, Claims I, 3, 4, 6-7, and 1 1-25 
stand rejected under 102(b) as anticipated by US Patent 5,503,919 to Litchholt et al. 
(hereinafter "Litchholt"). It is noted that the Examiner has informed Applicants that 
the reference to "Litchholt '027" in the second line of paragraph 8 is a typographical 
error and the correct reference is as stated above, 

It is the Examiner's first position that Litchholt explicitly teaches 
necking to a first dimension by tensioning as supported by contention that Litchholt 
teaches a tension applied to a web to distort the web (Detailed Action, page 5, lines 2- 
9). Applicant respectfully disagrees. Applicant respectfully disagrees with the 
Detailed Action's interpretation that because Litchholt may either distort or tension its 
webs, Litchholt necessarily meets the claims of the present invention. 
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The distortion of the Litchholt web is taught as being done 
mechanically by the meshing of corrugated rolls (col. 19, line 30) resulting in the 
distinctive gathered or shirred pattern seen in its Fig. 4. 

The line tensioning taught by Litchholt, at col. 18, line 6, is a 
tensioning to prevent pucker in the web and is not taught as stretching the web itself 
to any degree. The line tensioning taught as applied to the web by Litchholt, at col. 
20, line 26, is a tensioning to prefetch the central adhesive (30b, Fig. 2) layer of its 
lamina. No reasonable interpretation of "necking tension" would pant that 
Litchholt's mechanical distortion, or its adhesive prestretch tensioning, are equivalent 
to the web necking teachings and limitations of the present invention. 

However, in order to advance prosecution, Applicants would be 
willing to discuss entry of amendments to the independent claims specifying a 
necking of 10-80% as defined in the specification at page 10, line 12. 

Favorable consideration is requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Roland W. Norris 
Reg. No. 32,799 



Pauley Petersen & Erickson 
2800 West Higgins Road 
Suite 365 

Hoffman Estates, Illinois 60195 
(847) 490-1400 
FAX (847) 490-1403 
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